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Hanscom FieldHanscom Field



Hanscom: A Regional ResourceHanscom: A Regional Resourcegg

• GA reliever to Logan International Airport

• Handles over 6 times more GA operations than Logan

• Serves the businesses of Massachusetts

• Located adjacent to Route 128 corridor which serves 
the Route 2, 3, and 495 corridor businesses and has 
easy access into Boston

• L.G. Hanscom Field utilized by Hanscom Air Force 
Base



ESPR: What It Is & How It Is UsedESPR: What It Is & How It Is Used
• Required by MA Secretary of the Executive Office of 

Energy & Environmental Affairs since 1985

• To be prepared every five years to evaluate:
– cumulative effect of growth and change at 

Hanscom Field

• Provides data and analyses on:
– airport facilities/activity levels / planning
– noise 
– ground transportationground transportation
– air quality
– wetlands, wildlife, water quality

lt l d hi t i l – cultural and historical resources
– sustainability



ESPR: What It Is & How It Is UsedESPR: What It Is & How It Is Used

• The original GEIR, the 1995 GEIR Update, the 2000 
ESPR, the 2005 ESPR, and now the 2012 ESPR 

d l f h lprovide a retrospective analysis of the environmental 
effects of Hanscom Field while including analyses for 
future forecasts. 

• The 2012 ESPR will present an overview of the 
operational environment and planning status of 
Hanscom Field and will provide long range Hanscom Field and will provide long-range 
projections of environmental conditions against 
which the effects of future individual projects can be 
compared  compared. 



ESPR: What It Is & How It Is UsedESPR: What It Is & How It Is Used

• The ESPR will allow the reader to see historical 
environmental information, current information, and environmental information, current information, and 
a forecast of future environmental effects at Hanscom 
Field. 

• ESPRs do not replace the requirement for filing an 
Environmental Notification Form (ENF) for a 
specific project if that project meets or exceeds a p p j p j
MEPA regulation threshold.



The FrameworkThe Framework

• Hanscom Field 1978 Master Plan and 1980 
Noise Rules & RegulationsNoise Rules & Regulations
– Commercial passenger aircraft limited to no more than 

60 seats
– Nighttime field use fee to help discourage activity 

between 11 pm and 7 am

• Aviation Activities at Hanscom Field include: 
Corporate aviation– Corporate aviation

– Recreational flying
– Pilot training
– Air charter
– Cargo (does not include commercial cargo carriers)
– Commercial service (within the Noise Rules)
– Military flights



2012 ESPR2012 ESPR
• A prospective analysis using 2012 as the analysis 

year and 2020 and 2030 as the forecast years

• Historical information for comparison & trend 
analysis

• An analysis of current and future operating 
conditions

• Overview of near-term capital planning and long-term 
development concepts

• Evaluation of potential environmental effects



12 Chapters in a Single Document 12 Chapters in a Single Document 
i h S i A dii h S i A diwith Supporting Appendiceswith Supporting Appendices

1. Introduction
2. Facilities and 

Infrastructure

10. Cultural and Historical 
Resources

11. Sustainable Development 
and Environmental 

3. Airport Activity Levels
4. Airport Planning
5. Regional Transportation 

and Environmental 
Management System

12. Environmentally 
Beneficial Measures

Context
6. Ground Transportation
7. Noise

Appendices:
• MEPA Documentation
• Response to Comments

MEPA R i8. Air Quality 
9. Wetlands/Wildlife/Water 

Quality

• MEPA Reviewers
• Other Tech. Appendices



Facilities and InfrastructureFacilities and Infrastructure



Airport Activity LevelsAirport Activity Levels



Airport PlanningAirport Planning



Regional Transportation ContextRegional Transportation Context

• FAA forecasts for New England regional 
i  airports 

• Examine roles and market relationship 
among Massport’s airports -Logan, Hanscom among Massport s airports Logan, Hanscom 
& Worcester

• Identify significant transportation 
infrastructure improvements within the 
region

• Describe national and regional aviation Describe national and regional aviation 
context and define Hanscom’s role within 
the region and in relationship to Massport’s 
th  i t  L  H  & three airports - Logan, Hanscom & 
Worcester



Ground TransportationGround Transportation



NoiseNoise
Report on current conditions for the year 2012 and 
projections for the forecast activity levels and use the 
following indicators:

• Day-Night Average Sound Level (DNL) contours
• Time-Above (TA) contours for a Given Threshold
• EXP as calculated in accordance with FAA prescribed 

standards for the Integrated Noise Model (INM) and 
past practice at Hanscom Field

• Run Up Procedures
• 11PM – 7AM Field Use Fee
• Noise and Operations Monitoring Systemp g y
• Fly Friendly program and recommended touch and go 

procedures over the MMNHP
• Flight TracksFlight Tracks



Noise Noise ‐‐ DNL Contours 55DNL Contours 55‐‐7070



Noise Contours Noise Contours ‐‐ Planning HorizonsPlanning Horizons
Includes associated noise impacts using DNL contoursIncludes associated noise impacts using DNL contours



Noise Supplemental Metrics Noise Supplemental Metrics 
Time Above ContoursTime Above Contours



Air QualityAir Quality
Report on current conditions for the year 
2012, industry update on airport-related 
greenhouse gasses (GHG’s)  and projections for greenhouse gasses (GHG’s), and projections for 
the forecast activity levels and years using the 
following indicators:
• Emissions Inventory for:

– Carbon Monoxide (CO)
– Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx)Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx)
– Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)
– Particulate Matter (PM10) and (PM2.5)

G  H  G  (GHG) (CO N O CH )– Green House Gases (GHG) (CO2 N2O CH4)

• Available monitoring results for:
– Ozone Precursors
– Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)



Wetlands/Wildlife/Water QualityWetlands/Wildlife/Water Quality



Cultural and Historical ResourcesCultural and Historical Resources



Cultural and Historical ResourcesCultural and Historical Resources
Recreation and Conservation LandsRecreation and Conservation Lands



Environmentally Beneficial Environmentally Beneficial 
MeasuresMeasuresMeasuresMeasures

• Ground Transportation
• Noise MonitoringNoise Monitoring
• Air Quality 
• Stormwater Management• Stormwater Management
• Sustainable Development & 

OperationsOperations



Proposed ESPR Process and Proposed ESPR Process and 
ScheduleScheduleScheduleSchedule
• Proposed Scopep p

– February 2012 Filing
– April 20, 2012 end of 

public comment period 
A il 30  2012 MEPA – April 30, 2012 MEPA 
Scope

• ESPR 
– Fall 2013 Filing
– 4 Technical Workshops 

in the Fall of 2013
MEPA H i  – MEPA Hearing 

– MEPA Certificate



PProposeroposed Public Review Scheduled Public Review SchedulePProposeroposed Public Review Scheduled Public Review Schedule

2012 ESPR Scoping2012 ESPR Scoping 2012 ESPR Document2012 ESPR Document

• Draft Scope filed with 
MEPA on February 
29, 2012 

• 2012 ESPR proposed 
filing by Fall 2013

• Extended public 
comment period of 45 

• Extended ESPR 
Review (60 days)

days; began March 
7th • 4 Technical 

Workshops and 
• Public comment 

period ends on April 
20,  2012

MEPA Hearing



Next StepsNext Steps
• Receive MEPA Scope

• Undertake technical analyses (Summer 2012 –y (
Summer 2013)

• File ESPR by Fall 2013

• 4 Technical Workshops during fall 2013 comment 
period

• MEPA Public Hearing

• End of Public Comment for ESPR TBD (extended 60 
day review period)

• MEPA Certificate following public review period 2013



CommentsComments

• Comments to MEPA on the 
Proposed ESPR Scope are due by 
A il 20  2012 April 20, 2012 

Comments should be addressed as follows:Comments should be addressed as follows:
Maeve Vallely Bartlett, Director
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Office (MEPA)
A i t t S t  f  E i t l R i  Assistant Secretary for Environmental Review 
Executive Office of Energy and Environment Affairs 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts  
100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA   02114100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA   02114


